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t began with the loss of her

father to a road accident

and her mother to post-natal

complications three months
after her birth. While Bunmi (not her
real name) gained a new mother and
caregiver in her aunt, Mrs. Oloye,
there was still more to come for the
toddler. During a door-to-door HIV
Testing and Counselling campaign,
organized by the USAID-supported
Local Partners for Orphans and
Vulnerable Children (LOPIN), Bunmi
was found to be HIV+.

Terrified and sad by the test report,
Mrs. Oloye was, at the same time,
relieved that she had found an
explanation for her niece's worsening
health condition. According to Oloye,
“Prior to Bunmi's HIV4+ diagnaosis,
Bunmi was sickly and sluggish and
because | am only a local herb
(Agbo) seller, I was at my wit's

end over the child's steady health
decline.”

Bunmi was placed on antiretroviral
(HIV) treatment immediately after
testing HIV+ and the treatment
has been beneficial. "Since Bunmi
started treatment, she has become
agile and well. She attends clinic
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monthly and we diligently give
her the HIV treatment drugs every
morning"”, Oloye commented.

Now 9 years old, Bunmi has not been
told her HIV+ status, but Oloye, her
husband and their two children are
aware of Bunmi's HIV status. This
would have to be explained to Bunmi
at some point in the future. For the
present, Bunmi has been told not

to play with/share sharp objects to
prevent passing the virus to others.

Bunmi is one of the 600,000 men,
women, and children currently

on HIV treatment in Nigeria, with
the support of the U.S. President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR) working through USAID,
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), the Walter Reed
Program as well as numerous
Implementing Partners like LOPIN.

NIGERIANS AND AMERICANS
IN PARTNERSHIP TO FIGHT HIV/AIDS

PEPFAR is bringing the much-needed
treatment to infants, children,
adolescents and adults living with
HIV. In fiscal year 2015 alone, nearly
8.6 million people have received
HIV counseling and testing services,
providing a critical entry point to
prevention, treatment and care
under the PEPFAR Nigeria Program.
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For 50,000 pregnant women who
tested positive for HIV, PEPFAR
provided antiretroviral medications to
prevent mother-to-child transmission
of the virus. Due to PEPFAR support,
babies that would otherwise have
been infected (like Bunmi was) were
born HIV-free.

For Bunmi and her adoptive family,
it has been relatively easy adhering
to the strict HIV treatment regime,
and they have not suffered any HIV-
associated stigma or discrimination.
Attesting to this, Oloye says:

"The whole family is aware of
Bunmi's HIV+ status and they are
very supportive. Bunmi is taken

to hospital appointments by her
cousins'.

PEPFAR wishes children living with
HIV and other children in Nigeria a
Happy Children's Day (May 27) 2016!
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According to the WHO, AIDS is the leading cause of death ”BWS& Tltblts

among women aged 15-44 worldwide. Nearly 60% of
those living with HIV in sub-Saharan Africa are women.
UNICEF estimates that nearly 12 million children in sub-
Saharan Africa have lost one or both parents to HIV/
AIDS. Women and children living with HIV also face other
conditions, ranging from inadequate access to family
planning to lack of antenatal care to the need for food
and nutrition support. As part of its overall prevention,
care and support, and treatment efforts, PEPFAR is
leveraging and linking HIV services to broader delivery
mechanisms that improve health outcomes for women The PEPFAR-supported MTV awar
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with a new focus on addressing and reducing gender-

based violence people receive treatment.



